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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/NL 03A30252 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed 0 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 

Description, Pages 

1-12 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1-10 received on 24.03.2004 with letter of 1 2.03.2004 
Drawings, Sheets 

1 /B-8/8 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following languor ■ ^ Vis: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international safe- v. $ ^ Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andybr 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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International application No. PCT/NL 03yD0252 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Be Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1 : FR-A-2 661 1 55 (closest prior art) 

D2: DE 16 58 736U 
D3: CH 332 368 A 
D4: DE 17 89 189 U 
D5: US-A-4 023 818 

2. The subject-matter of document D1 discloses a stackable carrier showing all the 
features of the preamble of independent claim 1 of the present invention. 

The characterising features of independent claim 1 are neither known nor 
rendered obvious from one of the available prior art documents. 
The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore not novel and inventive (Article 33(2) 
and (3) PCT)> 

3. Claims 2 - 10 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements 
of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

4. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

5. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this 
document identified therein. 

6. The description is not in conformity with the claims as required by Rule 5.1(a)(iii) 
PCT. 
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NEW CLAIMS 

1. Stackable carrier for growing material , such as pot 
5 plants, cuttings and plants placed in trays , 
comprising: 

- a substantially rectangular flat plate; and 
. - supports extending transversely of the plate from the 

short sides of the plate for the purpose of supporting the 

10 carrier in a. stack of carriers, characterized in 

A* 

- tJiat the supports extend upward from the plate; L ! 

v 

. - that under each of the supports a recess is arranged in {!" 
the plate; - k" 

- that adjacently of the recesses the plate is provided S« 
15 with a support surface for supporting underlying carriers ; 

and 

- that the support . surf aces are all of set in the same 
direction relative to the recesses. 

2. Carrier as claimed in claim 1/ characterized in that 
20 the carrier is provided on its side remote from the support* 
with locking elements provided for locking in horizontal 
direction the supports of the carrier placed above or below 
the carrier. 

3* Carrier as claimed in claim 1 or 2, characterized in 
that the carrier comprises a frame extending at least at the 
periphery and a plate placed separately inside the frame. 

4. Carrier as claimed in claim 3 , characterized in that 
the frame encloses the plate in the horizontal plane and that 
the supports are fixed to the frame. 

5. Carrier as claimed in one of the preceding claims, Ij. 
characterized in that the recesses are arranged in the frame. 
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2 . 

6* Carrier as claimed in claim 3, 4 or 5, characterized 
in that the frame is manufactured from metal , preferably 
galvanized steel. ' 

7* Carrier as claimed in claim 1, characterised in that 
5 the supports arranged on either side of the carrier have a 
different shape, that similarly shaped support a of carriers 
placed on top of each other are nestable, and that 
differently shaped supports placed on top of each other 
maintain the distance between the carriers corresponding to 
10 the support height. 

8. Carrier as claimed in any of the preceding claims./ 
characterized in that the supports are each formed by a 
curved metal strip and that the metal ©trips are connected to j 
a surface of - a profile extending parallel to an end wail of *\ 
15 the carrier. 

9- Carrier as claimed in claim 8, characterized in tha*". * 
the profile is an L-shaped profile and that the locking 
elements are formed by lips bent out of the li- shaped 

10. Carrier as claimed in claim 9 f characterized in thau l 

x 

20 the profile is an L- shaped profile and that the locking F 
elements are formed by brackets fixed to the L-profile. t 
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